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Thursday (October 30)

6:30-7:30p: Dinner, ACPA Executive Council
McKenna 207

7:30-11:00p: Meeting, ACPA Executive Council
McKenna 205

Friday (October 31)
8:00a: Holy Mass
Our Lady of Mercy Chapel, Geddes Hall
8:00a-6:00p: Registration McKenna 201
8:00a-6:00p: Book Exhibit McKenna 204
See page 2 for

Friday Satellite Sessions and Poster Session



Friday, October31 | 9:00-10:45 Friday Morning

9:00a-10:45a: Poster Sessions (Friday Morning)

)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

McKenna 215-216 Pre-function

“A Thomistic Account of the Stages of Animal Action”
John Skalko

“Kierkegaard on Understanding and Character States”
Kelby Uebelhor

“Heisenberg, Prime Matter, and Energy”
Thomas McLaughlin

“Three Responses to the Extended Inseparability
Argument: A Defense of Embryo Adoption”
Benjamin Rusch Gémez

“Three Rival Versions of New Natural Law Theory:
Do Human Goods Inform Practical Goods?”
Daniel De Haan

“The People as aMythic Category According
to Pope Francis”
David Kiblinger

“The Turn Toward Cognition All the Way Down and Its
Suggested Implications for Philosophical Questions
Surrounding Being, Life, and Intelligence”

Tom Loughran

“Authors of Aptness: On a Virtue-Theoretic Account of
Epistemic Authority”
Donald J. Bungum

“Intention and Double Effect in Aquinas' Capital
Punishment Defense”
Alfredo Nicolas Duenas Burneo

10) “Meno’s Paradox Through the Parmenidean Lens”

Rory O’Donnell



Friday, October31 | 9:00-10:45 Friday Morning

11) “Knowing That We Fell: Aquinas’ Super ad Romanos and
Our Postlapsarian Condition”
Magnus Imber

12) “Double Intentionality in Aesthetic Experience:
Applying Roger Scruton's Account of Imagination to
Painting, Poetry, and Science”

Claire Murphy

13) “An Aristotelian Defense of Morganti’s Account of
Quantum Entanglement”
Myles DeBord-Hall

14) “Augustine's Use of the Esse, Vivere, Intelligere Triad”
Peter Bayer

15) “As Though Cognition Were Anything but Life:
JosefPieper on God's Life”
Rashad Rehman

16) “Conscientious Refusal: What's the Big Deal?”
Heidi Giebel

17) “Eternity, Beauty, and Joy:
Aquinas on Beauty and the Trinity”
Michael J. Rubin

18) “On Imago Dei: A Gift That Gives Back”
Maria del Cielo Com Koo

19) “Who Is Claude Tresmontant?”
Brian J. Cudahy

20) “Unique in Soul and in Body: A Thomistic Understanding
of Personal Individuation”
Lucy Therese Hildebrand

21) “Keeping the Logical in Touch with the Ontological”
Patrick Duffley & Paul Symington
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Friday, October31 | 9:00-10:45 Friday Morning

22) “Religious Freedom in Dignitatis Humanae:
Can We Have a Catholic State?”
John Macias

23) “Integrating Consciousness into Thomistic
Anthropology”
Robert McNamara

24) “Natural Philosophy in Mariology: Philosophical loci in
the Mariology of Charles De Koninck “
David Francis Sherwood

25) “Mateo Ricci’s True Meaning of the
Lord of Heaven (Xx%#%): An Undertaught Text in
Chinese Philosophy”
Jacob Andrews

26) “A Potential Pandora's Box: What actually Is Prime
Matter?”
Abigail Ann Garcia

27) “Groundwork of Neo-Aristotelian Theories of Meaning”
Michael DeBord-Hall

28) “Explaining the Non-Interchangeability of Men and
women”
Alexander Pruss



Friday, October31 | 9:00-10:45 Friday Morning

9:00-10:45a: Select Sessions | (Friday Morning)

1.

The ACPA Committee on McKenna 202

Priestly Formation

Topic: The ACPA Committee on Priestly Formation

Organizer and Chair: Christopher Lutz, Saint Meinrad
Seminary and School of Theology

Speaker 1: William C. Hackett, Saint Meinrad Seminary and
School of Theology
“Boethius’ Pedagogical Method: Plotinian Anagogy in
the Consolation of Philosophy”

Society for Thomistic Personalism Geddes Hall B036

and Personalist Thomism |

Topic: Prudence Allen, Complementarity and Contemporary
Implications

Organizer: R. Mary Hayden Lemmons (Professor Emerita),
University of St Thomas (MN)

Chair: Patrick Fisher, The University of Notre Dame

Speaker 1: Matthew Levering, Mundelein Seminary
“The Importance of Male-Female Duality for
Theology”

Speaker 2: Grzegorz Barth, The John Paul Il Catholic
University of Lublin
“Woman as the ‘Another|1’in the Common
Humanity: Integral Complementarity in the Thought
of Prudence Allen as a Development of John Paul II’s
Personalism”

Speaker 3:J. Marianne Siegmund, Holy Apostles College and
Seminary & University of Dallas
“The Central Task of Interiority in the Integral
Complementarity of Man and Woman”



Friday, October31 | 11:00-12:45 Friday Midday

11a-12:45p: Contributed Papers | (Friday Midday)

Contributed Paper abstracts are located at the end
of'the program.

Group 1 Contributed Papers McKenna 205
Chair: Bryan R. Cross, Mount Mercy University

Speaker 1: David Paternostro, Creighton University
“United to God through Faithful Charity: A
Thomistic Response to the Hiddenness
Argument”

Commentator: Rev. James Dominic Rooney, O.P.,
Hong Kong Baptist University

Speaker 2: Rev. Bonaventure Chapman, O.P,,
The Catholic University of America
“No Loveless world”

Commentator: Nick Schaffield, The Catholic

University ofAmerica
Group 2 Contributed Papers McKenna 207
Chair: Robert McNamara, St Patrick’s Pontifical
University (lreland)

Speaker 1: Esther Berry, Franciscan University of
Steubenville
“From Dostoevsky to DeKoninck: Existential
Implications of Thomistic Cosmological
Anthropology”

Commentator: Graham Renz, Marian University (IN)

Speaker 2: Seth Kreeger, Marquette University &
Catholic University of Leuven
Karen Chan Young Scholar Award
“Aquinas’ Avicennian-Auvergnian
Understanding of Creation”

Commentator: Rory O’Donnell, Marquette University



Friday, October31 | 11:00-12:45 Friday Midday

Group 3 Contributed Papers McKenna BO1
Chair: Jacob Andrews, Loyola University Chicago &
Covenant Classical Schoo/

Speaker 1: Mark Spencer, University of St. Thomas
(MN)
“Being and Thumos”

Commentator: Ryan M. Franck, University of St.
Thomas (TX)

Speaker 2: Joseph Gamache, Marian University (IN)
“Knowing Oneself and Being Oneself”

Commentator: Brendan Sweetman, Rockhurst
University

Group 4 Contributed Papers McKenna B02
Chair: Jose M. Torralba, University of Navarra

Speaker 1: Antonio Moreno, University of Illinois
Urbana-Champaign
“Aquinas on Life, Knowledge, and the
Voluntary”

Commentator: Christopher Brown, The University of
Tennessee at Martin

Speaker 2: Jonathan Fuqua, Conception Seminary
College (MO)
“The Virtue Constraint”

Commentator: Rev. Gregory Smith-windsor,
University of St Thomas (TX)



Friday, October31 | 2:15-4:00 Friday Afternoon

2:15p-4:00p: Satellite Sessions | (Friday Afternoon)

3

The Sacra Doctrina Project | McKenna 202

Topic: Concept, (inner) Word, and the Work of the Agent
Intellect in Thomism

Organizer: David F. Sherwood, Ave Maria University

Chair: David F. Sherwood, Ave Maria University

Speaker 1: Matthew K. Minerd, The Byzantine Catholic
Seminary of Ss. Cyril and Methodius (PA)
“Is the Spiritual Supraconscious the Agent
Intellect?”

Speaker 2: Angela Brown, Liberty University
“Before Words: Verbum Mentis and the Foundations
of Meaningin Aquinas”

Speaker 3:Nicholas Galiatsatos, Ave Maria University
“Towards a Thomistic Theology of Icons: Phantasm,
Contemplation, and Poetic Knowledge”

The Civitas Project McKenna 205

Topic: David L. Schindler, Politics, and America

Organizer: D.C. Schindler, The John Paul Il Institute, & Joseph
Trabbic, Ave Maria University

Chair: D.C. Schindler, The John Paul Il Institute

Speaker 1: Joseph Trabbic, Ave Maria University
“An American Exception?: John Courtney Murray's
Reading of Leo Xlll on Church and State”

Speaker 2: Reuben Slife, New Polity
“Religious Freedom as the Foundation of Society”

Speaker 3: Marc Barnes, College of St. Joseph the Worker
“Is America awoman?: The Ecclesial Feminine in
David L. Schindler and America”

Commentator: Andrew Willard Jones, College of St Joseph
the worker

Blackfriars Aquinas Institute McKenna 206

Topic: Macintyrean Enquiries Concerning Virtues, Common
Goods, and the Natural Law

Organizer: Daniel De Haan, Blackfriars & Campion Hall,
University of Oxford

Chair: Richard Kim, Loyola University Chicago

8



Friday, October31 | 2:15-4:00 Friday Afternoon

Speaker 1: Melissa Moschella, 7he University of Notre Dame
“The New Natural Law Theory and the Moral
Philosophy of Alasdair Maclintyre: A
Rapprochement”

Speaker 2: Br. Matthew Warnez, B.H., The Saint Paul Seminary
(MN)

“Maclntyre's Theory of Moral Absolutes and Its
Prospects”

Speaker 3: Daniel De Haan, Blackfriars & Campion Hall,
University of Oxford
“The Independent Normative Guidance of the
Virtues: MaclIntyre on the Interdependency of
Goods, Rules, & Virtues”

The Collegium Institute for Catholic McKenna 207
Thought and Culture

Topic: Themes from Elizabeth Anscombe

Organizer: J. Burke Rea, Eastern University

Chair: Greg Brown, University of Pennsylvania

Speaker 1: Georgina Raventés, University of Barcelona,
“Rules, Rights, and Prohibitions: An Anscombean
Interpretation”

Speaker 2:J. Burke Rea, Fastern University
“Anscombe's Anathemas: On 20 Popular,
Unchristian, Provably-False Opinions of Analytic
Philosophy”

Speaker 3: Greg Brown, University of Pennsylvania
“Anscombe on Soul and Substance”

Notre Dame Maritain Center | McKenna 215
Topic: The Metaphysics of Edith Stein

Organizer: Samantha Ronge, The University of Notre Dame
Chair: Peter Harrigan, The University of Notre Dame

Speaker 1: Michaela Costanzo, The University of Dallas
“Individuation of Higher Animals: The Dog”

Speaker 2: Samantha Ronge, The University of Notre Dame
“Edith Stein on Substantial Change”

Speaker 3: Kristopher McDaniel, The University of Notre
Dame

“Edith Stein’s Metaphysics of Time”

9



Friday, October31 | 2:15-4:00 Friday Afternoon

70.

False Gods and First Principles: Participation, Idolatry, and

the Knowledge of God in Aquinas McKenna 216

Topic: False Gods and First Principles: Participation, Idolatry,
and the Knowledge of God in Aquinas

Organizer: Rev. Adrian Patrick McCaffery, O.P., Pontifical
University of St. Thomas Aquinas (Angelicum)

Chair: I1sabel Cortens, Saint Louis University

Speaker 1: Gongalo da Costa, Pontifical University of St.
Thomas Aquinas (Angelicum) University of Coimbra
“God as Subsistent Truth: The Transcendentals and
Participation in Esse”

Speaker 2: Rev. David Paternostro, S.J., Crejghton University
“Knowing God as 'Someone" The Natural Conditions
for Personal Knowledge of God”

Speaker 3: Rev. Adrian Patrick McCaffery, O.P., Pontifical
University of St. Thomas Aquinas (Angelicum)

“False Gods and True: Aquinas on Idolatry and
Religious Error”

Notre Dame Maritain Center Il McKenna BO1
Topic: Philosophical Approaches to Mariology and
Angelology

Organizer: Sarah Durham, Baylor University
Chair: Miriam Pritschet, 7he Catholic University of America

Speaker 1: Sarah Durham, Baylor University
“Philosophy as Motherhood: Mary as Perfect Idea-
Bearer According to Plato’s Theaetetus”

Speaker 2: Monica Costanzo, The University of Dallas
“The Incommunicability of Angels”

Speaker 3: Alexander Jech, The University of Notre Dame
“Women Entertaining Supernatural Visitors: Mary,
Sarah, and Agnes in Kierkegaard’s Fear and
Trembling”

Notre Dame Maritain Center Il McKenna B02
Topic: Ethics and Normativity

Organizer: Samuel Pell, The University of Notre Dame

Chair: Gregory Baker, The University of Notre Dame

Speaker 1: Libby Minyard, Baylor University
“Empathy as Proto-Virtuous”

10



Friday, October31 | 2:15-4:00 Friday Afternoon

171.

12

Speaker 2: Troy Seagraves, Purdue University
“The Virtue of Self-Cultivation and Self-Esteem”
Speaker 3: Robert Audi, The University of Notre Dame,
“Is Kantian Good Will a Master Virtue?: Virtues of
Character, Moral Obligation, and Reasons for
Action”

John Paul Il Institute, Morris Inn Smith Ballroom A

University of St. Thomas (Houston, TX)

Topic: John Paul Il on “The Gift”

Organizer: John Hittinger, John Paul Il Institute, University of
St Thomas (TX)

Chair: John Corrigan, John Paul Il Institute, University of St
Thomas (TX)

Speaker 1: Michael Healy, Franciscan University of
Steubenville
“Wojtyla and Von Hildebrand on the Gift of Love”

Commentator 1: John Corrigan, John Paul Il Institute,
University of St Thomas (TX)

Speaker 2: Somer Salomon, John Paul Il Institute, University
of St Thomas (TX)
“The Philosopher-Lover:
The Nuptial Mystery as the Paradigm for Knowledge
in the Thought of John Paul II”

Commentator 2: Maisie Leonard, John Paul Il Institute,
University of St Thomas (TX)

Notre Dame History of Morris Inn Smith Ballroom B
Philosophy Forum

Topic: NeoPlatonism

Organizer: Cameron Lugo, The University of Notre Dame
Chair: Samuel Pell, The University of Notre Dame

Speaker 1: Harrison Jennings, Baylor University
“Albert the Great’s NeoPlatonic Realism”
Speaker 2: Cameron Lugo, The University of Notre Dame,
“Aquinas and Bonaventure on the Epistemic Grounds
of the Principle of Noncontradiction”
Speaker 3: Denis Robichaud, The University of Notre Dame
“The One of the Soul in the Platonic Tradition”

11



Friday, October31 | 2:15-4:00 Friday Afternoon

13

14

15.

Subjectivity, Agency,and the Morris Inn Smith Ballroom C
Life of the Mind: Aristotle, Descartes, and Kuhn on the
Knowing Subject

Topic: Subjectivity, Agency, and the Life of the Mind:

Aristotle, Descartes, and Kuhn on the Knowing Subject

Organizer and Chair: Jonathan Buttaci, 7he Catholic
University ofAmerica

Speaker 1: Jonathan Buttaci, 7he Catholic University of
America
“Aristotle on the Ontological Priority of Activity in
Knowledge and in Life: The Curious Cases of
Spontaneous Generation and Scientific Discovery”

Speaker 2: Daniel Maher, Assumption University
“Intellego et sum sed non vivo. Descartes’s
Construction of Modern Reason”

Speaker 3: Thomas Marré, The Catholic University ofAmerica
“The Role of Resistance and Preconception in the
Development of Scientific Understanding”

Natural Theology Morris Inn Carmichael Dining
Topic: Natural Theology

Organizer: James Pepe, Saint Louis University

Chair: Jacob Zimbleman, Saint Louis University

Speaker 1: Caleb Estep, Saint Louis University,
“God and Possibility

Speaker 2: Gregory Stacey, Saint Francis University
“Suarez and the Strangeness of God’s Contingent
Acts”

Speaker 3: Jacob Zimbleman, Saint L ouis University
“Can A Simple God Love His Creatures?”

Post-Mortem Anthropology: Morris Inn Hesburgh Dining

Survivalism and Corruptionism

Topic: Post-Mortem Anthropology: Survivalism and
Corruptionism

Organizer: James Pepe, Saint Louis University

Chair: Jonathan Spates, Saint Louis University

Speaker 1:Jacob Huls, Saint Louis University,
“Punishment, Reward, and Corruptionism”

12



Friday, October31 | 2:15-4:00 Friday Afternoon

76.

17.

Speaker 2: James Pepe, Saint Louis University
“Is Stump’s Survivalism Thomistic? (No It’s Not)”

Institute for Saint Anselm Studies  Morris Inn Joyce Dining

Topic: Participation, Person, and the Eucharist: Anselm,
Aquinas, and the Tradition

Organizer and Chair: Montague Brown, Saint Anselm College

Speaker 1:Rev. John Bayer, University of Dallas,

“Take me and redeem yourself’ (CDH 11:20): On the
Eucharistic Theology of Cur Deus Homo”

Speaker 2: W. Matthews Grant, University of St Thomas (MN)
“The Participation Relation in Aquinas and Anselm's
Monologion”

Speaker 3: Montague Brown, Saint Anselm College,
“Participation, Relation, and Person in Aquinas and
Keefe”

Society for Thomistic Personalism and Personalist

Thomism Il Geddes Hall B036

Topic: Prudence Allen and Philosophical Queries

Organizer: R. Mary Hayden Lemmons (Professor Emerita),
University of St. Thomas (MN)

Chair: Heidi Giebel, University of St. Thomas (MN)

Speaker 1: Mary Catherine Sommers (Professor Emerita),
University of St Thomas (TX)
“Can We Distinguish Feminine Properties from Girly
Props?”

Speaker 2: Patricia Pintado, University of Saint Mary of the
Lake
“Sister Prudence Allen on Aquinas’s Anthropology of
Women: Passions vs Reason?”

Speaker 3: Natalia Eva Juzyn, Pontifical University of St.
Thomas Aquinas (Angelicum)
“Gender Complementarity and Sex Differences”

13



Friday, October31 | 4:15-6:00 Early Evening

4:15p-6:00p: Satellite Sessions Il (Friday Early Evening)

18. The Sacra Doctrina Project Il McKenna 202
Topic: Sacrificare et Vivere: Sacrifice and the Christian Life
Organizer and Chair: Daniel M. Garland Jr., Ohio Dominican

University

Speaker 1: Anthony L. Hernandez, Ave Maria University
“Scheeben’s Paschal Theology of the Altar Fire and
the Sacrifice of Human Beatification”

Speaker 2: Francis Feingold, Kenrick-Glennon Seminary
“Self-Surrender and ‘Loving God Even to the
Contempt of Self: Aquinas in Dialogue with Scotus
and Lewis”

Speaker 3:Noel S. Adams, Marquette University
“Sgren Kierkegaard and Jordan Peterson on the
Nature of Sacrifice in Christianity: Similarities and
Differences”

79 International Natural Law Society McKenna 205
Topic: Ordo Amoris and Civil Society
Organizer and Chair: Brian Besong, Saint Francis University

Speaker 1: D.C. Schindler, The John Paul Il Institute
“Subsidiarity and the Ordo Amoris”

Speaker 2: John Macias, St. Mary's Seminary & University
“The Common Good and Catholic Social Teaching:
Reflections on Immigration”

Speaker 3: Jean Porter, The University of Notre Dame
“Ordo Amoris, Charity, and Justice: A Challenge for
Our Times”

Speaker 4: Brian Besong, Saint Francis University
“Singer’s ‘Solution” and Ordered Obligations”

20. Angelicum Thomistic Institute McKenna 206
Topic: Esse, Vivere, Intelligere: Insights from the Thomistic
Tradition

Organizer: Rev. Philip-Neri Reese, O.P., Pontifical University
of'St. Thomas Aquinas (Angelicum)
Chair: Brian Carl, University of St Thomas (TX)

14



Friday, October31 | 4:15-6:00 Early Evening

21.

22,

Speaker 1:Rev. Adrian Patrick McCaffery, O.P., Pontifical
University of St. Thomas Aquinas (Angelicum)
“Esse and the Harm of Death: A Thomistic Response
to Epicurean Denial”

Speaker 2: Rev. Thomas Davenport, O.P., Pontifical University
of' St Thomas Aquinas (Angelicum)
“Vivere: Aquinas on Why Making Life by Art Is Easier
than Making Metals”

Speaker 3:Rev. Philip-Neri Reese, O.P., Pontifical University of
St Thomas Aquinas (Angelicum)
“Intelligere: Universals in Two Early Modern
Thomists”

Lyceum Institute McKenna 207
Panel Topic: Reintegration of the Soul in the Digital Age
Organizer: Brian Kemple, Lyceum Institute

Chair: John H. Boyer, Loyola University (New Orleans)

Panelist 1: Brian Kemple, Lyceum Institute

Panelist 2: Luigi Russi, Catholic University of the West
Panelist 3: Geoffrey Meadows, Lyceum Institute
Panelist 4: Adam Pugen, University of St. Thomas (TX) &

Lyceum Institute
Notre Dame History of Philosophy Forum Il  McKenna 215
Topic: Mathematics between Human Imagination and Divine
Infinity

Organizer: Bruce McCuskey, The University of Notre Dame
Chair: James Reilly, The University of Notre Dame

Speaker 1: Bruce McCuskey, The University of Notre Dame
“The Roots of Henry of Ghent’s Transformation of
Divine Infinity”

Speaker 2: Gonzalo Jordan, The University of Notre Dame,
“Aristotle’s Absurd Accumulation Argument and Its
Byzantine Reception”

Speaker 3: Ben Koons, The University of St. Thomas (TX)
“The Four Causes of Imagination”

15



Friday, October31 | 4:15-6:00 Early Evening

23.

24,

25.

Author-Meets-Critics Panel: Whoever Hears You Hears Me:

Dogmatic Authority as Testimony (Rev. James Dominic

Rooney, O.P.) McKenna 216

Topic: Author-Meets-Critics Panel: Whoever Hears You Hears
Me: Dogmatic Authority as Testimony (Rev. James
Dominic Rooney, O.P.)

Organizer and Chair: Rev. James Dominic Rooney, O.P., Hong
Kong Baptist University

Speaker 1: Jonathan Fuqua, Conception Seminary College
“The Epistemic Necessity of Dogmatic Authority: A
Critical Appreciation of Rooney”

Speaker 2: Suan Sonna, Yale University
“Playing the Protestant's Advocate: What Is Next for
the Debate on Dogmatic Authority?”

Speaker 3: Bryan Cross, Mount Mercy University
“Objections to Rooney's Argument, from
Protestantism as Paradigm”

Commentator: Rev. James Dominic Rooney, O.P., Hong Kong
Baptist University
“Response to Critics”

Notre Dame History of Philosophy Forum 1ll  McKenna BO1
Topic: Individuation

Organizers: Samuel Pell, The University of Notre Dame
Chair: Michaela Costanzo, The University of Dallas

Speaker 1:Ryan Miller, The University of St Thomas (TX)
“Designated Matter as Ground of Individuation”

Speaker 2: Abigail Whalen, The University of Notre Dame
“Averroes on Prime Matter and Individuation”

Speaker 3: Peter Harrigan, The University of Notre Dame
“Henry of Ghent on the Intentional Distinction
between Nature and Supposit”

Remembering W. David Solomon McKenna B02

Topic: Remembering W. David Solomon

Organizer and Chair: John Schwenkler, University of lllinois
Urbana-Champaign

Speaker 1: Nancy Snow, University of Kansas
“Recalcitrant Hopes and Adaptive Misbeliefs”

16



Friday, October31 | 4:15-6:00 Early Evening

26.

27.

28.

Speaker 2: Patrick Kain, Purdue University
“Dignity and Some Conflicts of Modernity”
Speaker 3: Rebecca Stangl, University of Virginia
“Shared Wisdom: Advice, Virtue, and Trust”

American Maritain Association Morris Inn Smith Ballroom A

Topic: Esse, Vivere, Intelligere and the Human Person

Organizer and Chair: James Jacobs, Notre Dame Seminary
(New Orleans)

Speaker 1: Christopher Ragusa, Franciscan Missionaries of’
Our Lady University
“Person, Being, and Community: A Creative
Completion of Karol Wojtyla's Thought”

Speaker 2: Sr. Mary Veronica Sabelli, R.S.M., John Paul Il
Institute, University of St Thomas (TX)
“Things That Think: The Nature of Intellect as the
Foundation of Personhood”

Speaker 3: Herbert Hartmann, /ndependent Scholar
“Human Knowing as aMode of Living”

Notre Dame History of Morris Inn Smith Ballroom B

Philosophy Forum IV

Topic: Change and Time between Scholasticism and
Descartes

Organizer: Cameron Lugo, The University of Notre Dame

Chair: Samantha Ronge, The University of Notre Dame

Speaker 1: Cristina Garcia Gonzalez, Fordham University
“Time and Action in Sudrez’s Metaphysics”

Speaker 2: Nicholas Westberg, Bucknell University
“Descartes, Late Scholasticism, and God’s Eternity”

Speaker 3: Jacob Tuttle, University of St. Thomas (TX)
“Aquinas on Action, Passion, and Intrinsic Change”

The Philosophy of Morris Inn Smith Ballroom C
David Braine

Topic: The Philosophy of David Braine

Organizer: Michael DeBord-Hall, Baylor University

Chair: Patrick Knight, Franciscan University of Steubenville

Speaker 1: Ronald Klingler, Michigan Technological
University

17



Friday, October31 | 4:15-6:00 Early Evening

29.

30.

“Language and Artificial Understanding: Stress Tests
for the Uniqueness of Human Intelligence”

Speaker 2: Mark Jennings, Franciscan University of
Steubenville
“The Reality of Time: A Critical Assessment of David
Braine's Argument”

Speaker 3: Michael DeBord-Hall, Baylor University
“What Can David Braine Can Offer Analytic
Metaontology? Non-Quantified Ontological
Pluralism”

Eucharistic Metaphysics Morris Inn Carmichael Dining
Topic: Eucharistic Metaphysics

Organizer: James Pepe, Saint Louis University

Chair: Caleb Estep, Saint Louis University

Speaker 1: James Pepe, Saint Louis University
“Celebrating the Eucharist In Triduo: The Problem of
Celebrating the Eucharist While Christ is Dead”

Speaker 2: Jonathan Spates, Saint Louis University
“Scotus, Eucharistic Metaphysics, and Neo-
Humeanism”

Speaker 3: Pedro Rapallo Zubillaga, Saint L ouis University
“Independent Accidents and the Eucharist: An
Examination of Aquinas’ Solution”

Philosophy and Morris Inn Hesburgh Dining
Immigration Panel

Topic: Philosophy and Immigration Panel

Organizer: Terence Sweeney, Villanova University

Chair: Paul Camacho, Viflanova University

Speaker 1: Terence Sweeney, Villanova University
“Opening the ways of Migration: Understanding Pius
Xl on Natural Law, Devotion to Humanity, and the
Nature of Land”

Speaker 2: Thérese Cory, The University of Notre Dame
“Prudential Judgement and Reasonable
Disagreement on Immigration”

Speaker 3: Antonio Lemos, The University of Notre Dame
“The Right to Travel and Dwell in Francisco de
Vitoriaand Domingo de Soto: A Historical Retrieval
of the Right to Migrate in Catholic Social Thought”

18



Friday, October31 | 4:15-6:00 Early Evening

31.

32.

Gabriel Marcel Society Morris Inn Joyce Dining
Topic: Marcel, Technology, and Developments in Al
Organizer: Zachary Willcutt, Austin Community College
Chair: Brendan Sweetman, Rockhurst University

Speaker 1: Timothy Jaeger, Stony Brook University
“Killing Technology: Gabriel Marcel and Max
Scheler's Critique of Modern Mass Society”
Commentator 1: Brendan Sweetman, Rockhurst University
Commentator 2: Geoffrey Karabin, Neumann University
JillHernandez, Texas Tech University
“Marcel’s Multivalent Logic of Death and Existential
Meaningin an Al Age”

Society for Thomistic Personalism and Personalist

Thomism Il Geddes Hall B036

Topic: Prudence Allen and Gender

Organizer: R. Mary Hayden Lemmons (Professor Emerita)
University of St Thomas (MN)

Chair: John Corrigan, St. John Paul Il Institute, University of
St Thomas (TX)

Speaker 1: Robert McNamara, St. Patrick’s Pontifical
University (lreland)
“Hylomorphism and Gender”

Speaker 2: R.Mary Hayden Lemmons (Professor Emerita),
University of St. Thomas (MN)
“Is Gender aVirtue Entailed by the Arguments of
John Paul Il and Prudence Allen?”
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Friday, October31 | Friday Evening

7:45-9:45p:

Chair:

Presidential Address

and First Plenary Lecture
Morris Inn Smith Ballroom

Christopher Kaczor
Loyola Marymount University
Vice President of the ACPA

Presidential Address:

D.C. Schindler

The John Paul Il Institute

President ofthe ACPA

“On the Analogical Unity of Being, Living, and
Knowing”

First Plenary Lecture:

Eric Perl
Loyola Marymount University
“Being, Life, Intellect: The Aristotelian Triad”

9:45-11:45p: Reception Morris Inn Smith Pre-function
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Saturday (November 1)

7:30a: Holy Mass

Our Lady of Mercy Chapel, Geddes Hall
8:30a-6:00p: Registration McKenna 201
8:30a-6:00p: Book Exhibit McKenna 204

8:30a-10:30a: Second and Third Plenary Lectures
Morris Inn Smith Ballroom
Chair:
D.C. Schindler
The John Paul Il Institute
President of the ACPA

Second Plenary Lecture:
Thérése Scarpelli Cory
Dir. of the Maritain Center & History of Philosophy Forum,
John & Jean Oesterle Associate Prof. of Thomistic Studies,
The University of Notre Dame
“Knowing is Growing:
Aquinas on Being and Life of the Human Intellect”

Third Plenary Lecture:
Rudi te Velde

Tilburg School of Catholic Theology
“Differences and Inclusion: Aquinas on Degrees of Being”

10:45a -11:30a: ACPA Business Meeting
Morris Inn Ballroom

11:45a-12:45p: Women’s Luncheon Rohr’s Bistro
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Saturday November 1 | 1:00-2:45 Saturday Afternoon

1:00p-2:45p: Satellite Sessions Il (Saturday Afternoon)

33.

34.

35.

Society for the Study of Cardinal Newman McKenna 202
Topic: Newman on Truth and the Illative Sense

Organizer: Michael Baur, Fordham University

Chair: Rev. Bryan Williams, C.S.C., Fordham University

Speaker 1: Christian Emrich, Fordham University
“Knowledge and Beliefin Newman”

Speaker 2: Lauren Spohn, University of Texas at Austin
“Solvitur ambulando.: Analogy and Assent in
Newman's Grammar”

Speaker 3:Rev. Bryan Williams, C.S.C., Fordham University
“Newman, Al, and the Illative Sense”

Lonergan Philosophical Society McKenna 205

Topic: Lonergan, Aquinas, and Intelligere

Organizer and Chair: Michael Sharkey, University of
Wisconsin-Platteville

Speaker 1: Daniel De Haan, Blackfriars & Campion Hall,
University of Oxford
“Lonergan’s Insight into Aquinas’ Sketch of
Consciousness and Self-Cognition in de Veritate
10.8”

Speaker 2: Sean Haefner, Boston College
“Comments on De Haan”

Speaker 3: Samuel Pell, The University of Notre Dame
“From Axiom to Insight: Plantinga, MacIntyre, and
Lonergan on A Priori Convictions”

Speaker 4: Adam Wood, Wheaton College (IL)
“Comments on Pell”

Hildebrand Project McKenna 206

Topic: Author-Meets-Critics Panel: Plato and Christian
Personalism (D.T. Sheffler)

Organizer and Chair: Mark Spencer, University of St Thomas
(MN)

Panelist 1: D.T. Sheffler, Memoria Press
Panelist 2: Kevin Kambo, University of Dallas
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Saturday November 1 | 1:00-2:45 Saturday Afternoon

36.

37.

38.

Panelist 3: Robert McNamara, St. Patrick’s Pontifical
University (lreland)
Panelist 4: Michael O. wiitala, Cleveland State University

International Etienne Gilson Society McKenna 207

Topic: Philosophical Themes in Augustine's Confessions:
Language, Memory, and Christian Oratory

Organizer: Richard Fafara, Adler-Aquinas Institute

Topic: Edward M. Macierowski, Benedictine College

Speaker 1: Edward M. Macierowski, Benedictine College
“Memory and Interiority in Augustine's Confessions”

Speaker 2: Kevin White, The Catholic University of America
“Interpretando, exponendo, disserendo,
disputando, benedicendo atque invocando te*
On aPhrase in Confessions 13.23.34”

Speaker 3:Jane Spencer, The Catholic University of America
“De Manu Linguae Meae. Comparing Augustine and
Rousseau on the Origin of Language”

Society for Medieval and McKenna215
Renaissance Philosophy

Topic: Medieval and Renaissance Philosophy

Organizer: Catherine Peters, Loyola Marymount University
Chair: Rev. John Sica, O.P., Providence College

Speaker 1: Domenic D’Ettore, University of St. Thomas (TX)
“The Conceptual Simplicity of God and of Being;
Thomas and Thomists”

Speaker 2: Victor Salas, Sacred Heart Major Seminary
“Christoph Scheibler on the Question of
Supertranscendentality”

Speaker 3: Francis Feingold, Kenrick-Glennon Seminary
“Higher Causation in the Origin of Species: Aquinas’s
‘Cause of the Form as Such’vs. Avicenna’s ‘Giver of
Forms™

Divine Simplicity McKenna 216

Topic: Divine Simplicity

Organizer: Justin Tejeda, Dominican School of Philosophy &
Theology

Chair: Eric Perl, Loyola Marymount University
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Saturday November 1 | 1:00-2:45 Saturday Afternoon

39.

40.

Speaker 1:1saac Choi, Dominican School of Philosophy &
Theology
“Divine Simplicity and Divine Knowledge: Conflict?”

Speaker 2: Columban Hall, Dominican School of Philosophy &
Theology
“Divine Simplicity and Human Beatitude:
Metaphysical, Doctrinal, and Biblical
Considerations”

Speaker 3: Justin Tejeda, Dominican School of Philosophy &
Theology
“Apophatic Consequences of Aristotle’s Account of
Divine Simplicity”

Society for Contemporary McKenna BO1

Catholic Metaphysic

Topic: Refiguring Plato: William Desmond and the Drama of
Discourse

Organizer: Paul Camacho, Villanova University

Speaker 1: Caroline Arnold, The John Paul Il Institute
“The Confidence of the Philosopher: On Faith and
Philosophy in Plato’s Phaedo and William Desmond’s
God and the Between”

Speaker 2: Paul Camacho, Villanova University
“The Statue of Silenus: william Desmond on Platonic
Tragedy and Comedy”

Speaker 3: Erik Van Versendaal, University of St Thomas (TX)
“The Kingliness of a Child at Play: Plato and
Desmond on the Family Between Selfand City”

Notre Dame Maritain Center IV McKenna B02
Topic: Providence

Organizer: Samuel Pell, The University of Notre Dame

Chair: Cameron Lugo, The University of Notre Dame

Speaker 1: Johnny Waldrop, The University of Notre Dame,
“There’s No Such Thing as Divine Conceptualism”

Speaker 2: Levi Durham, Baylor University
“AHidden God and Petitionary Prayer”

Speaker 3: Jeremy Skrzypek, Ohio Dominican University
“Creation and the Puzzle of Prior Knowledge”
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Saturday November 1 | 1:00-2:45 Saturday Afternoon

41.

42.

43.

Catholicism and Morris Inn Smith Ballroom A

Phenomenology Group

Topic: Catholicism and Phenomenology

Organizers: Mirela Oliva, University of St Thomas (TX), &
Sean McCarthy, The Catholic University ofAmerica

Chair: Matthew Moore, De/ Mar College

Speaker 1: Michael Bowler, Michijgan Technological
University
“Was Heidegger an Existential Averroist?”
Speaker 2: Timothy Anderson, The Catholic University of
America
“Symbolic Al, LLMs, and the Cogitative Power”
Speaker 3: Sean McCarthy, The Catholic University of
America
“Charles Taylor on Mind”

The University of Pittsburgh ~ Morris Inn Smith Ballroom B
Philosophy Department

Topic: Ancient Metaphysics

Organizer: Michael Lang, The University of Pittsburgh

Chair: Gonzalo Jordan, The University of Notre Dame

Speaker 1:Michael Lang, The University of Pittsburgh,
“Aristotle on Unmoved Movers”

Speaker 2: Gerard Behe, Thomas Aquinas College (MA)
“Indeterminacy in Aristotle’s Theory of Prime
Matter: A Response to Daniel Graham”

Speaker 3: David Cory, The University of Notre Dame
“Vivere as Self-Motion in Thomas Aquinas”

Society for 21st Morris Inn Smith Ballroom C

Century Thomism

Topic: The Postliberal Proposal

Organizer: Francisco E. Plaza, Holy Apostles College &
Seminary

Chair: Daniel C. Wagner, Aquinas College

Speaker 1: Brian Jones, University of St. Thomas (TX)
“Fr. Schall and the Modern Liberal Order”
Speaker 2: Jorge Plaza, Harvard University
“Adrian Vermeule’s ‘Common Good
Constitutionalism™
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Saturday November 1 | 1:00-2:45 Saturday Afternoon

45.

Speaker 3: Francisco E. Plaza, Holy Apostles College &
Seminary
“The Postliberal Proposal According to D.C.
Schindler and Patrick Deneen”

German Perspectives on Morris Inn Carmichael Dining

Esse, Vivere, Intelligere

Topic: German Perspectives on Esse, Vivere, Intelligere

Organizers: Naomi Fisher, Loyola University Chicago, &
Andrew Krema, Loyola University Chicago

Chair: Marco Stango, St Bernard's School of Theology and
Ministry

Speaker 1: Rev. Bonaventure Chapman, O.P., The Catholic
University ofAmerica
“Kant’s Critique of Pietist Metametaphysics and
Crusius’s Response”

Speaker 2: Naomi Fisher, Loyola University Chicago
“Reason as an Intuitive Faculty: Schelling on Rational
Perception”

Speaker 3: Andrew Krema, Loyola University Chicago
“Alles Leben ist Streben: Lotze, Nietzsche, and
Husserl on the Conception of ‘Life as Striving.”

Comparative (Cross-Cultural) Morris Inn Hesburgh Dining

Philosophy - East and West

Topic: Comparative (Cross-Cultural) Philosophy - East and
West

Organizer and Chair: Joseph Blado, The University of Notre
Dame

Speaker 1:Rev. James Dominic Rooney, O.P., Hong Kong
Baptist University
“Is Confucian Christianity an Oxymoron?:
Responding to Common Objections”

Speaker 2: Joseph Blado, The University of Notre Dame, &
Tyler McNabb, Saint Francis University
“Madhyamaka Buddhism and Metaphysical
Foundationalism: The Mystical Shentong Tradition”

Speaker 3:Rico Vitz, Azusa Pacific University
“Skepticism, Insight, and Ineffability: Christian
Reflections on Daoist Apophaticism and Humean
Philosophy of Religion”
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Saturday November 1 | 1:00-2:45 Saturday Afternoon

4.

Method, Metaphysics, Morris Inn Joyce Dining

and Rationality

Topic: Method, Metaphysics, and Rationality

Organizer: Antonio Ramos Diaz, Pontifical University of
Puerto Rico

Chair: Adam Wood, Wheaton College (IL)

Speaker 1: Antonio Ramos Diaz, Pontifical University of
Puerto Rico
“The Grammar of Being? Conceptual Analysis or
Metaphysical Inquiry: On the Problem of Method in
Philosophy”

Speaker 2: Rev. Philip-Neri Reese, O.P., Pontifical University
of'St Thomas Aquinas (Angelicum)
“Thomas Aquinas, Ontological Commitment, and
the Four Scientific Questions”

Speaker 3: Francesco Banfi, University of Oxford
“Aquinas on the Unity of the Definition and
Transformative Rationality”
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Saturday November 1 | 3:00-4:45 Saturday Afternoon

3:00p-4:45p Contributed Papers Il (Saturday Afternoon)

Group 5

Group 6

Contributed Paper abstracts are located at the end
of'the program.

Contributed Papers McKenna215
Chair: Gongalo da Costa, Pontifical University of St
Thomas Aquinas (Angelicum) & University of
Coimbra

Speaker 1: Hannah Woldum Ragusa, Franciscan
Missionaries of Our Lady University (LA)
“Aquinas on the Exemplarity of the Divine
Nature”

Commentator: Gregory Doolan, The Catholic
University ofAmerica

Speaker 2: Gregory Stacey, Saint Francis University
“Franciscan Scholastics on the Modal Depths
of God’s Love”

Commentator: Rev. Joachim Ostermann, O.F.M,,
Franciscans of Canada

Contributed Papers McKenna216
Chair: Sr.Elinor Gardner, O.P., University of Dallas

Speaker 1: Marco Stango, St Bernard’s School of
Theology and Ministry
“Infosphere, Onlife, and Plantman”
Commentator: Michael Samuel Politz, University of
St Thomas (TX)

Speaker 2: Armand Babakhanian, University of llfinois
Urbana-Champaign
“Thomistic Meta-Biology”

Commentator: Rev. Anselm Ramelow, O.P.
Dominican School of Philosophy & Theology

28



Saturday November 1 | 3:00-4:45 Saturday Afternoon

Group 7

Group 8

Contributed Papers McKenna BO1
Chair: Michael J. Rubin, Ave Maria University

Speaker 1: Christopher Tomaszewski, Be/mont
Abbey College
“One Body, One Animal, One Person - One
Substance to be Them All”

Commentator: David Denz, Marian University (IN)

Speaker 2: Emma Emrich, Fordham University
“Aquinas on the Unity of the Series of Souls”

Commentator: Rev. Ignacio De Ribera-Martin,
D.C.J.M., The Catholic University ofAmerica

Contributed Papers McKenna B02
Chair: Rev. Daniel Moloney, Mount St Mary’s
Seminary and School of Theology (OH)

Speaker 1: Joshua Hochschild, Mount St Mary’s
University
“Metaphysics of Peace”

Commentator: Montague Brown, Saint Anselm
College

Speaker 2: Michael wiitala, Cleveland State University
“The Ninefold Structure of Hierarchies in the
Writings of Dionysius the Areopagite”

Commentator: Benjamin Liu, Loyola Marymount
University
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Saturday November 1 | Saturday Evening

5:00p-6:00p:

6:30p-7:30p:

7:30p-9:30p:

Chair:

Holy Mass (Anticipatory)
Basilica of the Sacred Heart
Rev. Peter McCormick, C.S.C.

Reception McKenna 205/206/207
Banquet (By Reservation)
Morris Smith Ballroom

D.C.Schindler
The John Paul Il Institute
President of the ACPA

Karen Chan Young Scholar’s Awardee:

Seth Kreeger, Marquette University &
Catholic University of Leuven

Award in honor of ACPA member, Karen Chan (1982-
2019), recognizing exceptional scholarship under
the age of 35.

Remarks Introducing the Aquinas Medalist:

Daniel Johnson
Shawnee State University

Aquinas Medalist Recipient:

Alexander Pruss
Baylor University
“Human Messiness and Metaphysics”

Aquinas Medal represents outstanding teaching;
personal publications of permanent and scholarly
value; influence upon American philosophical
thought without reference to membership in the
American Catholic Philosophical Association.

30



Sunday (November 17)

7:30a:

Holy Mass
Our Lady of Mercy Chapel, Geddes Hall

9:00a-10:45a: Satellite Sessions 1V (Sunday Morning)

47.

48.

49.

Philosophers in Jesuit Education McKenna 202
Topic: Joseph Koterski, S.J. Lecture

Organizer: Joseph Vukov, Loyola University Chicago

Chair: Lorraine Keller, Saint Joseph's University

Speaker 1: David O'Connor, The University of Notre Dame
“The Stained Imagination”

Commentator: Craig Boyd, Saint Louis University
“Remarks on O'Connor, ‘The Stained Imagination™

Aquinas and the Arabs (AAIWG) McKenna 205

Topic: Aquinas and the Arabs

Organizer & Chair: R.E. Houser, University of St Thomas (TX)

Speaker 1: Nathaniel Taylor, The Catholic University of’
America
“The Genus Argument in Avicenna, al-Ghazali, and
Aquinas”

Speaker 2: Machessa Samz, Nazareth University (NY)
“Averroes and God as Beingin the High Middle
Ages”

Speaker 3: Ed Macierowski, Benedictine College
“Logical Intentionality in Avicenna”

Spiritual Perception Project McKenna 206

Topic: Papers from Spiritual Perception and Phenomenology
(ed. Mark Spencer & Paul Gavrilyuk)

Organizer and Chair: Mark Spencer, University of St Thomas
(MN)

Speaker 1: Mark Spencer, University of St. Thomas (MN)
“Phenomenological Reductions as Spiritual and
Moral Perception Training: Hildebrand, Levinas,
Kearney”
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Sunday, November 17 | 9:00-10:45 Sunday Morning

50.

51.

Speaker 2: Eric Mohr, Saint Vincent College
“Max Scheler on Phenomenological Intuition of
Value and Participation in the Divine”

Speaker 3: Stephen Lewis, Franciscan University of

Steubenville
“Marion’s Elsewhere: A Spiritual Perception of Being
and Time”

The Augustinian Institute McKenna 207

at Villanova University
Topic: Augustine and Philosophy
Organizer and Chair: Terence Sweeney, Villanova University

Speaker 1: Tim O’Malley, The University of Notre Dame
“Doxological Epistemics: Augustine on Worship and
Knowing”

Speaker 2: Terence Sweeney, Villanova University
“The Pragmatics of Sharing: Being, Living, and
Understanding as Ways of Participation in
Augustine”

Speaker 3: Mary Keys, The University of Notre Dame,

“Lofty Character, Humility, and Liberal Learning;
Augustine and Thomas More”

Society for Thomistic Natural Philosophy McKenna215
Topic: Nature, Art, and Environment
Organizer and Chair: Daniel C. Wagner, Aquinas College

Speaker 1:Rev. Thomas Davenport, O.P., Pontifical University
of'St Thomas Aquinas (Angelicum)
“Artifice Whose Term Is Nature: Aquinas on the
Scope and Limits of Human Activity in Nature”

Commentator 1: Tom McLaughlin, St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary

Speaker 2: Daniel C. Wagner, Aquinas College
“Environmental Philosophy and Philosophy of
Nature in Synthesis”

Commentator 2: John H. Boyer, Loyola University (New
Orleans)
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Sunday, November 17 | 9:00-10:45 Sunday Morning

52.

33.

54.

Dominican School of Philosophy & Theology McKenna216

Topic: Ethics, Metaphysics, and Technology

Organizer and Chair: James Kintz, Dominican School of
Philosophy & Theology

Speaker 1: Andrew DeCrisi, Dominican School of Philosophy
& Theology
“What Is the Natural Law In?”

Speaker 2: Justin Tejeda, Dominican School of Philosophy &
Theology
“Aristotle's Negative Theology of Ipsum Intellegere
Subsistens: Apophatic Implications of Pure Act in
the Metaphysics”

Speaker 3: Rev. Anselm Ramelow, O.P., Dominican School of
Philosophy & Theology
“Machines Are Not Alive”

Notre Dame History of Philosophy ForumV  McKennaBO01

Topic: Knowledge and Propositions, Divine and
Mathematical

Organizer: Samuel Pell, The University of Notre Dame

Chair: Bruce McCuskey, The University of Notre Dame

Speaker 1: Gracie Van Orden, Baylor University
“Whether Maps are Propositional”

Speaker 2: Miriam Pritschet, The Catholic University of
America
“Is, was, and Will Be: Aquinas on God’s Immutable
Knowledge of Changeable States of Affairs”

Speaker 3: Gregory Doolan, The Catholic University of
America
“From Light and Color to Divine Cognition: Aquinas
on Comparative Analogies for God’s Proper
Knowledge of Creatures”

Notre Dame Maritain Center V McKenna B02
Topic: Epistemology

Organizer: Cameron Lugo, The University of Notre Dame
Chair: Abigail Whalen, The University of Notre Dame

Speaker 1: Gregory Baker, The University of Notre Dame,
“A Compositional Theory of Epistemic Value”
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Sunday, November 17 | 9:00-10:45 Sunday Morning

55.

56.

57.

Speaker 2: Kevin A. Smith, Baylor University
“Thomas Reid’s Epistemic Constitutivism”
Speaker 3: Brian Cutter, The University of Notre Dame
“The Intrinsic Probability of Theism and other
Design Hypotheses”

Aquinas and Postmodernity Morris Inn Smith Ballroom A

Group

Topic: Catholicism and Phenomenology

Organizers: Mirela Oliva, University of St Thomas (TX), &
Joseph Trabbic, Ave Maria University

Chair: Matthew Moore, De/ Mar College

Speaker 1: Annie Smalley, University of St Thomas (TX)
“Aquinas on Wonder: Can St. Thomas Save Us from
Postmodern Assumptions about Human Nature?”

Speaker 2: Jameson Cockerell, University of Dallas,

“The Meaning of Life: A Heideggerian Question and a
Thomist Reply”

Natural Law, Human Nature, Morris Inn Smith Ballroom B

and Teleology: Competing Perspectives

Topic: Natural Law, Human Nature, and Teleology:
Competing Perspectives

Organizer: Melissa Moschella, The University of Notre Dame

Chair: R.J. Matava, Christendom College

Speaker 1: Michael Pakaluk, The Catholic University of
America,

“The Social Character of Natural Law”

Speaker 2: Robert Koons, University of Texas at Austin
“Correlating the First and Third Person Perspectives
on Natural Law”

Speaker 3: Melissa Moschella, 7he University of Notre Dame
“Natural Law, Human Nature, and Aquinas’ Four
Orders: Clarifying the New Natural Law Account”

Friendship as the Form Morris Inn Carmichael Dining
of Being, Living, and Understanding
Topic: Friendship as the Form of Being, Living, and
Understanding
Organizer: Marco Stango, St. Bernard's School of Theology
and Ministry
Chair: Andrew Krema, Loyola University Chicago
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Sunday, November 17 | 9:00-10:45 Sunday Morning

38.

59.

Speaker 1: Erik Van Versendaal, University of St Thomas (TX)
“Thinking at Its Best: Plato and Aristotle on the
Common Life of Friends”

Commentator 1: Keith E. McPartland, Williams College

Speaker 2: Rocco Sacconaghi, DePaul University
“Life, Friendship, and Knowledge in the Religious
Thought of Luigi Guissani”

Commentator 2: Marco Stango, St. Bernard's School of
Theology and Ministry (NY)

Northern Plains Philosophy Morris Inn Smith Ballroom C
Topic: Tradition for Tomorrow

Organizer: Daniel Sportiello, University of Mary

Chair: Benjamin Rusch Gémez, University of Mary

Speaker 1: Hannah Venable, University of Mary
“Out of the Silence: Art as Irreplaceable in Bearing
Experiences of Personal and Political Death”
Speaker 2: Anthony Flood, North Dakota State University
“The Nature and Role of Sacrificial Love in Aquinas”
Speaker 3: Daniel Sportiello, University of Mary
“Artificial General Intelligence as the Firstborn Child
of Humanity”

Van Andel Graduate Morris Inn Joyce Dining

School of Statesmanship

Topic: Politics According to Plato, Aristotle, and the Catholic
Tradition

Organizer and Chair: Joseph Amorés, Hillsdale College

Speaker 1: Luke Sherman, Ralston College
“Preludes and the Self-Transcendence of Politics: On
the Relation Between Laws and Preludes in Plato’s
Laws®

Speaker 2: Theodore A. Madrid, Hillsdale College
“Acta aut verba. Aristotle's Comparative Assessment
of the Political and Contemplative Lives”

Speaker 3:Vincent Paul D’Angelo, Hillsdale College,
“Retribution to Peace: Justice and Criminal
Punishment in the Catholic Tradition”
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Sunday, November 17 | 9:00-10:45 Sunday Morning

60.

Hillsdale College Morris Inn Hesburgh Dining
Topic: The Intelligibility of Finite Being from Antiquity to
Modernity

Organizer: Lee Cole, Hillsdale College
Chair: Michael wWaddell, St. Mary's College (Notre Dame, IN)

Speaker 1: Alexandre Winston, Hillsdale College,
“Aristotle on Temporal Awareness in Human
Intellectual Activity”

Speaker 2: Lee Cole, Hillsdale College
“Aquinas on the (Relative) Intelligibility of Created
Being”

Speaker 3: Matthew Gaetano, Hillsdale College,
“The Knowledge of Historical Beingin Herder and
Early Romanticism”
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Contributed Paper Abstracts

Group 1

“United to God through Faithful Charity: A Thomistic
Response to the Hiddenness Argument”
David Paternostro, Creighton University

On the standard Christian account, union with God is
necessary for the fulfillment of human life and existence.
However, philosopher J.L. Schellenberg holds that God has not
sufficiently provided for humans to be united to him. In my
paper, | contrast Schellenberg’s model of union with God with
that of Thomas Aquinas. My paper will proceed in four parts:
first, I will give a sense of the debate started by Schellenberg.
Second, I outline Schellenberg’s explicit belief model of union,
noting that it fails to account for certain realities in personal
relationships. Third, | outline Aquinas’s faithful charity model
of union, noting that Aquinas’s account of knowing God allows
him to avoid the pitfalls of Schellenberg’s model. Finally, I
discuss the implications of Aquinas’s model, and how it allows
a better sense of who is united with God, and therefore on the
path to fullness of knowledge, life, and existence.

“No Loveless World:
Crusius’s Argument for Libertarian Freedom”
Rev. Bonaventure Chapman, O.P.,
The Catholic University of America

In this paper I discuss, criticize, and reconstruct a seemingly
unique argument, developed by the 18" century Pietist
philosopher Christian August Crusius. Crusius’ original
version, the so-called Non-Futility Argument (NFA), argues that
it is impossible for God to create a world without creatures in
it having libertarian freedom. I lay out the NFA in the first
section, and level serious objections toitin the second section.
In the third section I re-examine the main premises to develop
a faithful but sound reconstruction: the No Loveless World
Argument (NLWA). The key premise for this argument is that
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Contributed Paper Abstracts

God cannot create a world without the possibility of love in it.
In the fourth section | raise objections to the NLWA and give
some responses that a Crusian could make, ending with the
fundamental intuitive insight behind both arguments: that God
would not have a reason to create a world that did not include
creatures capable of freely loving Him.

Group 2

“From Dostoevsky to DeKoninck
Existential Implications
of Thomistic Cosmological Anthropology”
Esther Berry, Franciscan University of Steubenville

Although classical philosophy holds that man has a stable
nature, that of a rational animal, we encounter an almost
unbelievable range of self-determined human life, saturated
with and elevated by intellect to greater and lesser degrees.
This paper argues that Charles DeKoninck’s cosmological
anthropology, especially as expressed in his essay “Thomism
and Scientific Indetermination,” can reconcile this existential
variability of human life with the stability of our essence. First,
drawing on Dostoevsky’s The Brothers Karamazov and Notes
from Underground, | present the existentialist data of human
self-determination and moral variability which might lead us to
deny a static human essence. Second, | present DeKoninck’s
account ofhuman life, particularly man’s unique incorporation
of the most radical forms of freedom and contingency. Finally,
I argue that the complexity of our essence accounts for the
dynamic relationship of vivere to intelligere in human beings.

“Aquinas’ Avicennian-Auvergnian
Understanding of Creation”
Seth Kreeger, Marquette University
& Catholic University of Leuven

This paper examines the relationship of William of Auvergne
and Thomas Aquinas to the metaphysical thought of Avicenna.
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Contributed Paper Abstracts

In particular, it examines their common dependence on
Avicenna for the essence-existence distinction and the
understanding of creation as ontological dependence on God.
As such, both william and Aquinas argue that a universe with no
temporal beginning would still require an ontological cause of
its existence. Nevertheless, Aquinas and William significantly
modify the Avicennian picture with regard to God’s
omnipresence and freedom in creating, with several of
Aquinas’ arguments having direct forebears in William’s works.
As such, this paper suggests that, having considered the very
similar ways in which they borrow from and reject the
Avicennian picture, William of Auvergne is most likely a far
more important influence on Aquinas than has previously been
suspected.

Group 3

“Being and Thumos:
Irascible Affections in Bonaventure and His Sources”
Mark Spencer, University of St. Thomas (MN)

The scholastic tradition, drawing upon Plato, categorized our
affections into two categories, epithumia orthe concupiscible,
and thumos or the irascible. Four problems can be raised
regarding this categorization and regarding irascible
affections as such, having to do with their formal object, their
place in ultimate flourishing, their apparent dependence on
evil,and theirrelationto ourother feelings and to the intellect.
In this paper, | develop a model of these affections drawn from
Bonaventure and his tradition. On this model, the irascible
affections have a central role in human flourishing; they are as
important for flourishing as our concupiscible feelings and the
intellect. The Bonaventurian model solves the problems and
makes sense of common experiences of these feelings; it also
shows how there are divine attributes (like majesty),
properties of being (like difficulty), and aspects of life and
intelligence that are only revealed through these feelings.
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“Knowing Oneself and Being Oneself:
Self-Knowledge in Hildebrand, Nietzsche, and Marcel”
Joseph Gamache, Marian University (IN)

In Transformation in Christ, Hildebrand argues that, in order to
achieve true self-knowledge, one must not approach oneself
from a neutral and non-moral perspective. Rather, one must
pursue self-knowledge by adopting a particular attitude or
perspective toward oneself, which he characterizes in terms of
a set of moral emotions, desires, and dispositions-to-act.
Interestingly, Hildebrand’s epistemology seeks to combine an
emphasis on affectivity with an equal emphasis on the
objectivity of knowledge. In this paper, | place Hildebrand in
confrontation both with Friedrich Nietzsche and with Gabriel
Marcel. Nietzsche is highly useful as a foil to Hildebrand given
that Nietzsche, like Hildebrand, is interested in combining
affectivity with (a sort of) objectivity of knowledge. After using
Nietzsche to call into question Hildebrand’s reliance on affect
in the pursuit of knowledge, | take up Marcel’s worries about
the possibility of self-knowledge. | end by proposing two
possible implications of Marcel’s concerns.

Group 4

“The Human as a Knowledge-seeking Being: Anscombe and
Aquinas on What You Could and Should Know.”
Antonio Moreno, University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign

Aquinas holds that ignorance of what one could and should
know can be voluntary. Anscombe explored this idea
extensively but never gave a totally satisfactory answer, boiling
down her account to a form of obligation to know. I argue that
to complete the account, we must recover a Thomistic
background assumption that Anscombe overlooks: that human
beings are, by nature, knowledge-seeking creatures. Only by
recognizing this natural inclination toward acquiring the
knowledge necessary for action can we explain why ignorance,
even if unintentional, may be imputable to the agent. This
reconstruction deepens our understanding of the
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voluntariness ofignorance and sheds light on the metaphysical,
epistemic, and moral structure underpinning Aquinas’ account
of the human being.

“The Virtue Constraint”
Jonathan Fuqua, Conception Seminary College (MO)

I argue that being virtuous is a necessary condition on
happiness. The argument, however, proceeds through an
unlikely route, one of the key premises being that human
beings have a deep desire to be virtuous. Such a desire cannot
be satisfied unless we actually are virtuous. If satisfying our
deepest desires is necessary for happiness, as most
subjectivists about happiness assume, then it follows that
being genuinely virtuous is necessary for happiness. 1 go on to
argue that the best explanation of our desire to be virtuous is
that, like other goods we deeply desire, such as loving
relationships, virtue is, whether we recognize it or not,
objectively necessary for happiness. If the argument works, it
represents asubjectivist case forvirtue as one ofthe necessary
conditions on the Objective List of that which is needed for
human happiness.

Group 5

“Aquinas on the Exemplarity of the Divine Nature:
The Cause of Creatures’ Esse, Vivere, Intelligere and the
Explanation for the Rational Creature as Image of God”
Hannah Woldum Ragusa,
Franciscan Missionaries of Our Lady University (LA)

In this paper, drawing upon Aquinas’s discussion of what has
been called the twofold exemplarity of the divine ideas and the
divine nature, | show that Aquinas’s explanation of the
image/vestige distinction among creatures rests upon the
exemplarity of thedivine nature. The texts on twofold
exemplarity reveal that the exemplarity of the divine
nature accounts for creatures’ pure perfections ofesse, vivere,
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and intelligere. | argue that these pure perfections should be
understood as modes of participated esse and that this
proposal is consistent with Aquinas’s metaphysics of esse.
Lastly, I show that Aquinas appeals to the rational creature’s
intelligere (as its mode of esse) to account for the fact that only
the rational creature is an image of the divine nature, properly
speaking,

“Franciscan Scholastics on the Modal Depths of God’s Love”
Gregory Stacey, Saint Francis University

This paper explores a debate in late Scholastic philosophy
about God’s love for possibilia, focusing on the contentious
Franciscan view, first adopted by Scotus, that God necessarily
delights in possible creatures, even if He freely chooses not to
create them. I first explain the philosophical background to this
dispute, which lies in controversies concerning the
metaphysics of modality and the nature of love, before
exploring the arguments offered by Thomists and Scotists for
their competing positions. Having sketched the historical
contours of the debate, I reflect on the contemporary
relevance of the Scotist position to conversations about the
necessity of God’s love for creation, considering its
compatibility with recent accounts of divine love offered by
Eleonore Stump and Jordan Wessling. 1 argue that Scotus offers
an intriguing way of maintaining that God is necessarily loving,
whilst creation is contingent.

Group 6

“Infosphere, Onlife, and Plantman”
Marco Stango, St. Bernard’s School of Theology and Ministry

In this paper, | explore the idea that the form human life tends
to take in the infosphere is akin to plant life. After showing why
this is the case by paying particular attention to the
phenomena of motility and sentience, | conclude by
attempting a historical morphological interpretation of our
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present situation, which shows the need for a radical change
without, however, succumbingto the sense of doom oftechno-
pessimism or to the feeling of elation of techno-scientism.

“Thomistic Meta-Biology”
Armand Babakhanian, University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign

A meta-biology provides an account of the relevant features of
life in general. In my paper, | defend a Thomistic meta-biology
that is constituted by three related theses. First, life is an
activity. Life is a determinate act of being, just as beingredis a
determinate way of being colored. Second, life is not a
property that inheres in substances. Life is the act that
actualizes a substance. Third, the concept ‘life’ is unanalyzable
into more basic concepts and cannot be given a real definition.
‘Life ’is a primitive concept alongside ‘being’, ‘grounding’, and
‘composition’. The significance of my paper is that it provides a
general basis for further Aristotelian-Thomist inquiry into the
nature of life. It also helps to situates St Thomas’s view in the
terms of analytic philosophy of biology, thereby enabling
much-needed dialogue between the Thomist and analytic
tradition on this matter.

Group 7

“One Body, One Animal, One Person:
One Substance to be Them All?
Christopher Tomaszewski, Be/mont Abbey College

In this essay, | connect esse and vita in the human person,
giving two arguments that aim to (1) identify the human
substance (and therefore the human person) with the
living body of that substance and (2) show that biological
life is essential to that human substance. Both arguments
cut to the heart of the corruptionist’s worry that
survivalism amounts to a crypto-Cartesianism about
human nature that does not preserve the unity of the
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human substance so delicately and masterfully defended
by Aquinas throughout his work on human nature. Along
the way | hope to clarify what | take to be some
misunderstandings both in and out of the literature on
this question as to what precisely is in dispute between
corruptionists and survivalists.

“Aquinas on the Unity of the Series of Souls:
The Hierarchical Unity of the Potential Whole”
Emma Emrich, Fordham University

This paper argues that Aquinas understands the series of souls
as unified by forming a potential whole. Aristotle, in his figure-
soul analogy, raises the question of whether a common
account of soul is possible, or whether, like the progression of
figures from triangle to square, the serial order of souls —
nutritive, sensitive, and rational — renders such an account
ludicrous. Some commentators interpret the figure analogy as
denying a common account of soul, while others, such as
Mclnerny, argue that for Aquinas souls are unified as a universal
whole under a common genus. In contrast, I argue that Aquinas
locates the unity of the soul in the hierarchical ordering of a
potential whole. The potential whole explains this serial unity
by positing that each soul fully shares in the essential nature of
soul but participates unequally in the range of powers proper
to soul.

Group 8

“Metaphysics of Peace: Reconsidering the Relation between
Divine Naming and the Transcendentals”
Joshua Hochschild, Mount St. Mary’s University

Peace is a comparatively neglected Divine Name with
surprising metaphysical fecundity. Informed by the treatment
of peace in Chapter 11 of Pseudo-Dionysius’s On Divine Names,
Aquinas develops the ratio of peace so that it encompasses
different modes of causality in God. As a consequence, Aquinas
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also emphasizes that peace signifies a metaphysical ratio that
extends to all creatures. This suggests that peace can count as
a transcendental, said of everything that is insofar as it is.
Recent work by Gregory Reichberg and John Meinert has
considered this hypothesis, and reflection on their treatment
of Aquinas’s handling of peace provokes some clarifications
about what it means to be a transcendental, about the
relationship between transcendentals and divine names, and
about the modern Thomistic practice of attempting to codify
and order lists of transcendentals.

“The Ninefold Structure of Hierarchies
in the Writings of Dionysius the Areopagite”
Michael Wiitala, Cleveland State University

This paper examines why the celestial and ecclesiastical
hierarchies each have nine ranks according to Dionysius the
Areopagite. For Dionysius, the celestial hierarchy is the nine
choirs of angels, while the ecclesiastical hierarchy is the
ninefold structure of the Church understood as its liturgical
activity. | argue that this ninefold order is entailed by
Dionysius’ rigorous articulation of what it means to be deified
given (1) the Neoplatonic principle that an effect remains in,
proceeds from, and reverts to its cause, and (2) how Dionysius
defines divinity.
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